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habitants; they shave their heads and their beards,
and celebrate the festivals of their idols with the
utmost possible solemnity, having bands of vocal
music and burning tapers. Some of this class are
allowed to take wives. There is likewise another
religious order, the members of which are named
sensim, who observe strict abstinence and lead
very austere lives, having no other food than a
kind of pollard, which they steep in warm water
until the farinaceous part is separated from the
bran, and in that state they eat it. This sect pay
adoration to fire, and are considered by the others
as schismatics, not worshipping idols as they do.
There is a material difference between them in
regard to the rules of their orders, and these last
described never marry in any instance. They
shave their heads and beards like the others, and
wear hempen garments of a black or dull colour;
but even if the material were silk, the colour
would be the same. They sleep upon coarse mats,
and suffer greater hardships in their mode of
living than any people in the world. We shall
now quit this subject, and proceed to speak of the
great and wonderful acts of the supreme lord
and emperor, Kublai'-kaan.
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